RELIGION, SCIENCE AND MEDICINE.
The nbove is a somewhat vague subject with which to open the editorial columns of a journal like this, on the first day of the new year, nevertheless it seems appropriate to the season for several reasons; and the bearing of science on the one hand to religion, and on the other to medicine, lias been prominently brought to our notice, in several of the admirable introductory lectures delivered by medical men in various parts of the United Kingdom, at the commencement of the present session; the subject is evidently one which is exciting no small interest at the present time in our London and provincial schools.
There can be little doubt that the study of medicine in its various branches engenders materialistic views, in consequence of the necessity which exists for our dealing with material objects in connection with physiology, pathology and therapeutics, rendering us liable to look on the human body as simply a machine, which it is our office to keep in working order during life, and after death to examine, so that we may ascertain the cause which has stopped its motion. But it is evident this is an imperfect idea to take of the matter; our efforts should rather be turned towards unravelling the secrets of that mysterious power, property, or whatever we pleaso to call it, which is generally known as the vital force, in its normal and abnormal manifestations in the human body. The least reflection will convince us how uncertain the teaching of science is; doctrines held as invulnerable to-day are not uncommonly demolished in the course of a few years, and it seems to us worse than useless attempting to defend our religious convictions against the supposed attacks of science, which, according to the nature of things, is unstable in the extreme; on the other hand, nothing that science can teach will refute the historical evidence regarding Christianity, nor in the least degree affect our reponsibilities to our own consciences and to God.
In connection with the subject, Dr. Clifford Albutt remarks in his lecture delivered at the Leeds School of Medicine, that 
